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Sir: 



This Appeal Brief is submitted in support of the Notice of Appeal filed November 19, 2007. 



I. REAL PARTY IN INTEREST 

Thepartyininterestis ALCATEL by way ofan Assignment recorded at Reel 014670, frame 

0870. 



01/17/2008 MBUIU 
01 FC:1402 



10699766 

510.00 OP 
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II. RELATED APPEALS AND INTERFERENCES 

Following are identified any prior or pending appeals, interferences or judicial proceedings, 
known to Appellant, Appellant's representative, or the Assignee, that may be related to, or which 
will directly affect or be directly affected by or have a bearing upon the Board's decision in the 
pending appeal; 

NONE. 

HI- STATUS OF CLAIMS 

Claims 1-26 are on appeal. 
Claims 1 -26 are pending. 
No claims are allowed- 
Claims 1-26 are rejected. 

iv! STATUS OF AMENDMENTS 

All Amendments have been entered. 



V SUMMARY OF CLAIMED SUBJECT MATTER 

> 

v The subject matter recited in claim 1 relates to a method of implementing an Active 

k : 

Connection Modify (ACM) for a connection in a communication system (see [22]-[29]; Fig. 2), 
i the connection initially lying along an original connection between a source node and a 

destination node, the original connection conforming with at least one original traffic parameter, 
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f: ' 

\ themethod comprising the steps of: establishing an alternate connection between the source node 

'i. 

(see [23]; Fig. 2) and the destination node; attempting to implement the ACM along the original 
• : connection; determining whether the connection along the original connection must be torn down 

I (see [22], [28]-[29]; Fig* 2); and if the connection along the original connection must be torn 

down, switching the connection to the alternate connection before tearing down the connection 

along the original connection (see [22]; Figs. 1-2). 

The subject matter recited in claim 14 relates to a method of implementing an Active 

I Connection Modify (ACM) for a connection in a communication system (see [22]-[29]; Fig. 2), 

i; . < 

\ the connection initially lying along an original connection between a source node and a 

X destination node, the original connection conforming with at least one original traffic parameter, 

themethod comprising the steps of; receiving an ACM request from a user (see [22]); 

defermining whether the ACM request includes a request that the connection be protected (see 
I [22]); if the ACM request includes a request that the connection be protected, establishing an 

alternate connection between the source node and the destination node (see [22]); and attempting 

\ . 

to implement the ACM along the original connection (see [22]); determining whether the 

'% * 

x connection along the original connection must be torn down (see [22]); if the connection along 

I '. : 

} the original connection must be torn down and if the connection is to be protected, switching the 

connection to the alternate connection before tearing down the connection along the original 

| connection (see [22]; Figs. 1-2). 

t . ■ 

( VXi GROUNDS OF REJECTION TO BE REVIEWED ON APPEAL. 

} • 

?. The followiug grounds of rejection are presented for review: 

! ■ ■ :; 

f.- -3- 

! ' ■ » 

% 
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< 

A. Claims 1 -26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patient No. 6,1 1 1,881 to Soncodi, in view of WO 98/49862 So et al. (hereinafter "So"). 

? 
y 
;% 

i s 

} VB ARGUMENT 

A, Rejection of Claims 1-26 Under 35 U.S.C Sl03fa> 

The Final Office Action dated September 17, 2007, rejects claims 1-26 under 35 U.S.C. § 

i 

1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Soncodi in view of So. 

$ 

| L Claims 1 and 14 

Claims 1 and 14, from which claims 2-13 and 15-26 depend, recite, "determining whether the 

v 

t connection along the original connection must be tom down" and "if the connection along the 

1- . original connection must be tom down. . .switching the connection to the alternate connection." With 

,w 
<:. 

respect to the above-quoted subject matter, the Office Action relies on column 5, lines 22-29 of 

i • v 

| ' Soncodi. 

| Soncodi discloses clearing the old route after a new route is established. However, Soncodi 

! does not disclose, teach or suggest determining whether the connection "must" be torn down (i.e.) 

i> 

"cleared." Thus, Soncodi also does not disclose, teach or suggest a switching action that occurs if 

* ! 

I the? above determination is made. 

\ ■ ; 

f ' So fails to overcome the deficiencies in Soncodi described above. 

t. 

V In the first instance of section 1 on page 2, the Office Action also includes a "Response to 

Arguments ." In the Response to Arguments, the Office Action supplementally relies on column 2, 

•j • • 

I linfes 46-59 of Soncodi. However, column 2, lines 46-59 of Soncodi do not disclose, teach or suggest 

I . > 

>• 

'i 

'< :- 

'6 - 
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detennining whether the connection "musf* be tom down (i.e. "cleared"). Thus, Soncodi also does 

not disclose, teach or suggest a switching action that occurrs if the above determination is made as 

recited in claim 1 and 14. 

In fact, nowhere does Soncodi or So disclose, teach or suggest determining whether the 
connection must be torn down or a switching action that occurs if this determination is made. 

For at least the foregoing reasons, claims 1 and 14 are patentable over Soncodi in view of So 
because the combination of Soncodi and So does not teach or suggest each and every element recited 
in claims 1 and 14. 

2» Claims 2-13 and 15-25 

Claims 2-13 and 15-25 depend from claims 1 and 14, respectively, and are therefore also 
patentable for at least the reasons stated above in connection with claims 1 and 1 4, as well as for the 
separately patentable subject matter recited therein. 



1 

■ ft 



-5 
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CONCLUSION 

For at least the reasons discussed above, it is respectfully submitted that the rejections are in 
error and that claims 1-26 are in condition for allowance. For at least the above reasons, Appellants 
respectfully request that this Honorable Board reverse the rejections of claims 1-26. 



Respectfully submitted, 
Kramer & Amaoo, P.C. 



January 16. 2008 



Date 

KRAMER & AMADO, P.C 
1725 Duke Street, Suite 240 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
Tel. (703) 519-9801 
Fax. (703) 519-9802 




Terry W. Kramer 
Reg. No. 41,541 



6- 
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Vltt CLAIMS APPENDIX 
CLAIMS INVOLVED IN THE APPEAL: 

1 . A method of implementing an Active Connection Modify (ACM) for a connection in a 
communication system, the connection initially lying along an original connection between a 
source node and a destination node, the original connection conforming with at least one original 
traffic parameter, the method comprising the steps of: 

establishing an alternate connection between the source node and the destination node; 
. attempting to implement the ACM along the original connection; 
determining whether the connection along the original connection must be torn down; and 
if the connection along the original connection must be torn down, switching the 
connection to the alternate connection before tearing down the connection along the original 
connection. 

2. : The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of initiating a timer, and wherein the 
step of determining whether the connection along the original connection must be torn down 
comprises determining whether the timer expires before receipt of an ACM-related message at 
the source node from another node along the original connection. 

3. • The method of claim 1 wherein the step of establishing an alternate connection 
establishes an alternate connection so as to conform with the at least one original traffic 



-7- 
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4. The method of claim 1 wherein the step of establishing an alternate connection 
establishes an alternate connection so a$ to conform with at least one new traffic parameter 
corresponding to the ACM. 

5. : The method of claim 4 further comprising the steps of: 

monitoring for receipt of a MODIFY REJECT message at the source node; and 
if a MODIFY REJECT message is received at the source node, switching the connection 
to the alternate connection and tearing down the connection along the original connection. 



I ' . 6. The method of claim 1 wherein the ACM is one of a protected ACM and a protected and 

i 

enabling ACM, a protected ACM being one where the connection is to be maintained even if 

f 

{ only in conformance with the at least one original traffic parameter, a protected and enabling 

V AGM being one where the connection must be adapted to conform to at least one new traffic 

j parameter specified by the ACM, wherein if the ACM is a protected ACM the step of 

establishing an alternate connection comprises establishing the alternate connection in 

f conformance with the at least one original traffic parameter, wherein if the ACM is a protected 

t 
••. 

and enabling ACM the step of establishing an alternate connection comprises establishing the 
alternate connection in conformance with the at least one new traffic parameter, and wherein the 
j method comprises the further step of: 

i determining whether the ACM is a protected ACM and whether the ACM is a protected 

j . * 

| and enabling ACM. 
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7. The method of claim 6 further comprising the steps of: 

monitoring for receipt of a MODIFY REJECT message at the source node; and 
if a MODIFY REJECT message is received at the source node and if the ACM is a 

protected and enabling ACM, switching the connection to the alternate connection and tearing 

do>yn the connection along the original connection. 

8. : The method of claim 1 wherein the communication system employs Asynchronous 
Transfer Mode. 

9. i the method of claim 1 wherein the communication system employs Multiprotocol Label 
Switching. 

10. An Active Connection Modify controller within a source node of a communication 
system, comprising instructions for executing the method of claim 1 . 

1 L An Active Connection Modify controller within a source node of a communication 
system, comprising instructions for executing the method of claim 6. 

12: A computer-readable medium comprising instructions for executing the method claim 1 . 

13- A computer-readable medium comprising instructions for executing the method claim 6. 

•i 

- 9 - 
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14. A method of implementing an Active Connection Modify (ACM) for a connection in a 
communication system, the connection initially lying along an original connection between a 
source node and a destination node, the original connection conforming with at least one original 
traffic parameter, the method comprising the steps of: 
receiving an ACM request from a user; 

determining whether the ACM request includes a request that the connection be 
protected; 

\ if the ACM request includes a request that the connection be protected, establishing an 

i : alternate connection between the source node and the destination node; and 

•■i. 

attempting to implement the ACM along the original connection; 
detennining whether the connection along the original connection must be torn down; 
if the connection along the original connection must be torn down and if the connection is 
to be protected, switching the connection to the alternate connection before tearing down the 
connection along the original connection. 

15:. The method of claim 14 further comprising the step of initiating a timer, and wherein the 
step of determining whether the connection along the original connection must be torn down 
comprises detennining whether the timer expires before receipt of an ACM-related message at 
the; source node from another node along the original connection. 



- 10 - 
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16. The method of claim 14 wherein the step of establishing an alternate connection 
establishes an alternate connection so as to conform with the at least one original traffic 
parameter. 

17. The method of claim 14 wherein the step of establishing an alternate connection 
establishes an alternate connection so as to conform with at least one new traffic parameter 
corresponding to the ACM. 

18. The method of claim 1 7 further comprising the steps of: 

monitoring for receipt of a MODIFY REJECT message at the source node; and 
if a MODIFY REJECT message is received at the source node, switching the connection 
to the alternate connection and tearing down the connection along the original connection. 

19? The method of claim 14 wherein if the connection is to be protected the ACM is one of a 
protected ACM and a protected and enabling ACM, a protected ACM being one where the 
connection is to be maintained even if only in conformance with the at least one original traffic 

parameter, a protected and enabling ACM being one where the connection must be adapted to 

> 

conform to at least one new traffic parameter specified by the ACM, wherein if the ACM is a 
protected ACM the step of establishing an alternate connection comprises establishing the 
alternate connection in conformance with the at least one original traffic parameter, wherein if 
ACM is a protected and enabling ACM the step of establishing an alternate connection 

i - n - 
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I comprises establishing the alternate connection in conformance with the at least one new traffic 

I , parameter, and wherein the method comprises the further step of: 

if the ACM request includes a request that the connection be protected, determining 

J : whether the ACM is a protected ACM and whether the ACM is a protected and enabling ACM. 

■r .: 

V.: 

\- 20. The method of claim 1 9 further comprising the steps of: 

v • ■ 

f monitoring for receipt of a MODIFY REJECT message at the source node; and 

i- • 

J if a MODIFY REJECT message is received at the source node and if the ACM is a 

i protected and enabling ACM, switching the connection to the alternate connection and tearing 

I down the connection along the original connection. 



21: The method of claim 1 4 wherein the communication system employs Asynchronous 
Transfer Mode. 

22; The method of claim 14 wherein the communication system employs Multiprotocol Label 



> Switching. 



23.; An Active Connection Modify controller within a source node of a communication 
system, comprising instructions for executing the method of claim 14. 



- 12- 
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24. An Active Connection Modify controller within a source node of a communication 
system, comprising instructions for executing the method of claim 19. 

25. A computer-readable medium comprising instructions for executing the method claim 14. 

* 

267 A computer-readable medium comprising instructions for executing the method claim 1 9. 
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IX. EVIDENCE APPENDIX 



A copy of the following evidence 1 ) entered by the Examiner, including a statement setting 
forth where in the record the evidence was entered by the Examiner, 2) relied upon by the Appellant 
in the appeal, and/or 3) relied upon by the Examiner as to the grounds of rejection to be reviewed on 
appeal, is attached: 
. - NONE 



14. 
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X. RELATED PROCEEDINGS APPENDIX 

Copies o£ relevant decisions in prior or pending appeals, interferences or judicial 
proceedings, known to Appellant, Appellant's representative* or the Assignee, that maybe 
related to, or which will directly affect or be directly affected by or have a bearing upon the 
Board's decision in the pending appeal are attached: 



• | -. : NONE 



\ ■ 
& ■ 

$■ 
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